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"You can never have too many positive influences," says Bart Phillips, founder of Community Building Tutors. 

With that sentiment in mind, Phillips and company are bringing CBT -- a non-profit tutoring organization for youth, organized by young adults -- to Wicker Park and the West Loop this fall. 

CBT will host a Halloween event from noon to 3 p.m. Oct. 28 at Acme arts building, 1741 N. Western Ave., to spread the word about its Wicker Park program. Acme is the future home of the Wicker Park CBT site. 

The free party will feature pumpkin carving, games and prizes, face painting, arts and crafts, music, storytelling and refreshments. Kids are encouraged to wear Halloween costumes. 

CBT also will sponsor a pumpkin carving event Oct. 31 at Chase Park, 4701 N. Ashland Ave., during the park's Halloween event, which is open to the public from 5:15 to 7 p.m. and will include a variety of Halloween related activities. 

Phillips, a Lake View resident, started CBT to provide volunteer opportunities for college graduates. The organization aims to make a difference in the lives of young urban students through positive educational and recreational interaction. 

The first CBT tutoring site opened in the spring of 2005 in Uptown at Chase Park with the help of the Chase Park staff. Tutoring at that site is offered year-round, but most consistently in the fall and spring months, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

This fall, CBT will add tutoring sites at Acme in Wicker Park and at Merit School of Music, 38 S. Peoria St., in the West Loop. 

Tutoring at Merit School of Music starts Oct. 26 and runs from 5 to 6 p.m. on Thursdays. Tutoring at Acme begins Nov. 6 and runs from 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

Phillips said each CBT participant interacts with someone who could serve as a role model. 

CBT students, who generally are between third- and eighth-grade, are instructed by high school tutors. The tutors are organized by college-aged program coordinators. 

The college coordinators get guidance from CBT's young professional leaders, who lend their time and skills. 

"It's more important to give time than money," Phillips said. 

That said, Phillips said a grant writer would be a welcome CBT addition. Marketing and advertising professionals also are needed, he said. 

Phillips, 26, who works for a medical researcher in Chicago, said "people who are younger can handle" more responsibility than older adults might think. 

"It just takes persistence," he said. 

Phillips -- who's mother has been a teacher and administrator and currently is an education consultant -- said he's long found value in the positive impacts of helping youth. Much of Phillips's free time over the years has been spent coaching children's soccer, basketball and chess, and tutoring. 

"There's such a need out there to help younger kids make education more of a focus," Phillips said. 

Gilad Shanan, a 21-year-old college sophomore, will co-coordinate the Acme CBT site with Phillips. Shanan is an intern with the Near Northwest Arts Council, which runs the Acme building. 

Shanan, a Logan Square resident, said he hasn't chosen a major, but "education is a passion of mine and something that I plan to be involved in after I graduate from college." 

"I think it's really important for children to have positive contact with an adult outside of school," Shanan said. "A free program after school sounded like a good idea to me." 

CBT aims to have 10 to 15 students at each tutoring site, and roughly an equal number of tutors. Phillips said CBT has connected with the parents of potential tutoring students at grade school open houses. 

Phillips said Merit School of Music -- which works, in part, to remove economic barriers to music education for metropolitan Chicago students -- made CBT's West Loop upstart a bit easier because there was an existing pool of tutoring students to choose from, Phillips said. 

Acme, on the other hand, is a building generally used by adults. So CBT is using the Halloween party to get potential tutor students and their parents to the space, Phillips said. CBT also hopes to reach out to the parents of Wicker Park area students attending Sabin, Drummond and Jose De Diego grade schools, he said. 

Tutors for the Wicker Park CBT site likely will be from Gordon Tech High School, 3633 N. North California Ave., and Clemente High School, 1147 N. Western Ave., Phillips said. 

Merit School of Music tutors are from the University of Illinois at Chicago or are working professionals who sit on Merit's associate board, he said. 

Phillips said CBT isn't trying to duplicate the efforts of other tutoring programs in the area. He said it will offer students a blend of education and games in a safe and personal environment. 

When the three CBT sites are strong, Phillips said CBT plans to take on other projects, such as community clean-ups and athletic events. 

For more information about CBT, visit www.cbtutors.org.

